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“The End and the Beginning”

            I chose this poem because it represents what the world fails to notice. A war is more harsh then any natural disaster known to man. Also, I am in the military, and I am familiar with the suffering that people in war-stricken countries face. We have created an event that destroys the lively good of a country for the good of our own. This poem is representing what it means to rebuild, what people face after the war is over. Szymborska points out key features that take place in the aftermath of our man-made destruction. She signifies the struggles faced by the people immediately affected by the horrifying event. Furthermore, she explains how easy it easy for a generation or two after the war that killed many is forgotten. This poem means so much to me because few know of the people who have been left behind and forgotten in their broken down villages, forced to rebuild, repair, and remove the corpses of their dead neighbors. Szymborska is able to sum up the aftermath of a war in eleven stanzas what people have failed to recognize: We should not forget about the people who live in war-torn countries.
            The tone of the poem is automatically reached in the first stanza with the author’s use of line-length. For example, lines one and two are simply, “After every war / someone has to clean up.” These short phrases per line occur throughout the entire poem giving the reader a sense of the cold aftermath that occurs after war. In the second stanza of the poem, the author uses incredible imagery to explain the significance of the rebuilding process that is taking place. She states, “Someone has to push the rubble / to the side of the road / so the corpse-filled wagons / can pass.” (5-8) In these lines, the author is using word order to create imagery that takes the reader to the explosion-riddled town that has carts full of dead bodies being dragged through the street.

            In the next stanza, the journey through the post- war town continues as the author develops a more in-detail look of the town. In line nine to thirteen, word order and line-length is continually used to keep a sense of despair in the reader’s vision of the town: “Someone has to get mired / in scum and ashes, / sofa springs, / splintered glass, / and bloody rags.” The last three lines of this stanza use alliteration in “sofa springs.” Alliteration here helps not only give the poem a smooth feel, but it is also giving these two words attention which will help the readers connect themselves to the destroyed town. The sofa springs bring a relationship to the reader and the town because a sofa is something that the readers may sit on daily.
           

            In lines fourteen through seventeen, the author continues her short line imagery that ties the reader close to the desolate life in the town. In lines eighteen through twenty-one,  the author takes a turn in her imagery: “Photogenic it’s not, / and takes years. / all the cameras have left / for another war.” In these lines, she draws the reader back away from the town and gives them a worldly view of why they never seem to witness the redemption of a broken-down town. Also, the meter used here places the familiar cold-cut sense trope that the author is communicating. For instance, rather than writing, “it is not,” she contracts, “it is” in order to keep her lines aphoristic. 
            In the next stanza, we can follow the turn in the poem as the rebuilding process is starting to show improvement on the town. In lines twenty-two and twenty-three, the author states, “We’ll need the bridges back, / and new railway stations.” Alliteration is used on bridges back in order to show the reader the disconnection the town has from the world, and the isolation they have suffered due to the past war. She continues her use of imagery to focus the reader in on the destroyed town. In lines twenty-six and twenty-seven, the author affirms “Someone, broom in hand, / still recalls the way it was.” Here, the author is identifying one of the citizens of the town who witnessed the war and its end first-hand.
            In lines twenty-eight and twenty-nine, the author states, “Someone else listens / and nods with unsevered (sp) head.” Here, the author uses irony, claiming the person nodding to not have a severed head, which is inferring that possibly other listeners nearby have possibly been decapitated. Furthermore, the author uses certain diction in order to keep the lines short and to the point. In lines thirty through thirty-two, the author states “But already there are those nearby / starting to mill about / who will find it dull.” Here she is exemplifying the new generation who do not know the pain and suffering of the past war and are starting to misplace themselves from the destruction.
            From lines thirty-three to thirty-six, the author explains that, “From out of the bushes/ sometimes someone still unearths / rusted-out arguments / and carries them to the garbage pile.” Here the readers can identify alliteration in “sometimes someone still” which gives the poem a smooth rhythm. Connotation is used when the author talks about the “rusted-out arguments,” here she could mean a rusted piece of town, weapon, or personal belonging of someone who lived during the war. She is using symbolism, explicating that the war was an argument and now any remains of this argument are picked up and thrown into the garbage left to be forgotten.

The next stanza shows the end of the resurrection of the rebuilt town. Szymborska writes, “Those who knew / what was going on here / must make way for / those who know little / and finally as little as nothing.” (37-42)This entire stanza represents the forgetfulness of incoming generations who do not know of the war, or what it took to rebuild the town. The final stanza wraps up the history of the newly-awakened town. The last stanza reads, “In the grass that has overgrown / cause and effects, / someone must be stretched out / blade of grass in his mouth / gazing at the clouds.” (43-47) The grass in this stanza symbolizes the memories of the town’s people. It has overgrown the scarred landscape, leaving it forgotten. The man with the blade of grass in his mouth represents the generation who do not know of the suffering that happened on the ground beneath him.  

This poem literally represents a town that was part of a war. The war had ended and it was up to the remaining citizens to reconstruct the city. Szymborska gives details to show the readers that the towns are forgotten once the war is over, but the pain and suffering still continues. I conclude the symbolic meaning of the poem to represent more than just a town fallen. I think that it represents a human being that has fallen, a soldier. Once the war is over, the soldier is left to rebuild himself. However, the people around him have already come to the conclusion that the war is over. The soldier is left to rebuild his body and soul while the rest of the world pretends his suffering doesn’t exist. 
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“The End and the Beginning”

            I chose this poem because it represents what the world fails to take note ofpreposition. A war is more harsh then any natural disaster known to man. Also, I am in the militarycomma and I am familiar with the suffering that people in war stricken countries face. We have created an event that destroys the lively hood of a country for the good of our own. This poem is representing what it means to rebuild, what people face after the war is over. Szymborska points out key features that take place in the aftermath of our man made destruction. She signifies the struggles faced by the people immediately affected by the horrifying event. Furthermore, she explains how easy it easy for a generation or two later the war that killed many is forgotten. This poem means so much to me because few know of the people who have been left behind and forgotten in their broken down villages, forced to rebuild, repair, and remove the corpses of their dead neighbors. Szymborska is able to sum up the aftermath of a war in eleven stanzas what people have failed to recognize.Sensitive reading of the poem! We do forget about the people who live in war-torn countries.
            The tone of the poem is automatically reached in the first stanza with the author’s use of line length. For example, lines one and two are simply, “After every war / someone has to clean up.” These short phrases per line occur throughout the entire poem giving the reader a sense of the cold aftermath that occurs after war. In the second stanza of the poem the author uses incredible imagery to explain the significance of the rebuilding process that is taking place. She states, “Someone has to push the rubble / to the side of the road / so the corpse-filled wagons / can pass.” (5-8) In these lines the author is using word order to create imagery that takes the reader to the explosion riddled town that has carts full of dead bodies being dragged through the street.Good examples of poetic elements
            In the next stanza the journey through the post- war town continues, as the author develops a more in detail look of the town. In line nine to thirteen word order and line length is continually used to keep a sense of despair in the readers vision of the town, “Someone has to get mired / in scum and ashes, / sofa springs, / splintered glass, / and bloody rags.” The last three lines of this stanza use alliteration in “sofa springs.” Alliteration here helps not only give the poem a smooth feel, it is also giving these two words attention which will help the readers connect themselves to the destroyed town. The sofa springs bring a relationship to the reader and the town because a sofa is something that the readers may sit on daily.Great examples of alliteration
            In lines fourteen through seventeen, the author continues her short line imagery that ties the reader close to the desolate of life town. In lines eighteen through twenty one the author takes a turn in her imagery “Photogenic it’s not, / and takes years. / all the cameras have left / for another war.” In these lines she draws the reader back away from the town and gives them a worldly view of why they never seem to witness the redemption of a broken down town. Also the meter used here places the familiar cold cut sense trope that the author is communicating. For instance, rather than writing, it is not, she contracts, “it is,” in order to keep her lines aphoristic.Good observation! 
            In the next stanza we can follow the turn in the poem as the rebuilding process is starting to show improvement on the town. In lines twenty two and twenty three the author states, “We’ll need the bridges back, / and new railway stations.” Alliteration is used on bridges back in order to show the reader the disconnection the town has from the world, the isolation they have suffered due to the past war. She continues her use of imagery to focus the reader in on the destroyed town. In lines twenty six and twenty seven the author affirms “Someone, broom in hand, / still recalls the way it was.” Here, the author is identifying one of the citizens of the town, who witnessed the war and its end first hand.Strong examples of imagery
            In lines twenty eight and twenty nine the author states, “Someone else listens / and nods with unsevered (sp) head.” Here the author uses irony claiming the person nodding to not have a severed head, which is inferring that possibly other listeners nearby have possibly been decapitated. Furthermore, the author uses certain diction in order to keep the lines short and to the point. In lines thirty through thirty two, the author states, “But already there are those nearby / starting to mill about / who will find it dull.” Here she is exemplifying the new generation who do not know the pain and suffering of the past war, and are starting to misplace themselves from the destruction.Good transition of poetic lines into your analysis
            From lines thirty three to thirty six, the author explains that, “From out of the bushes/ sometimes someone still unearths / rusted-out arguments / and carries them to the garbage pile.” Here the readers can identify alliteration in “sometimes someone still” which gives the poem a smooth rhythm. Connotation is used when the author talks about the “rusted-out arguments,” here she could mean a rusted piece of town, weapon, or personal belonging of someone who lived during the war. She is using symbolism, explicating that the war was an argumentcomma and now any remains of this argument are picked up and thrown into the garbage left to be forgotten.Very vivid images of the aftermath of war.

The next stanza shows the end of the resurrection of the rebuilt town. Szymborska writes, “Those who knew / what was going on here / must make way for / those who know little / and finally as little as nothing.” (37-42)This entire stanza represents the forgetfulness of incoming generations who do not know of the war, or what it took to rebuild the town. The final stanza wraps up the history of the newly awakened town. The last stanza reads, “In the grass that has overgrown / cause and effects, / someone must be stretched out / blade of grass in his mouth / gazing at the clouds.” (43-47) The grass in this stanza symbolizes the memories of the town’s people. It has overgrown the scarred landscape, leaving it forgotten. The man with the blade of grass in his mouth represents the generation who do not know of the suffering that happened on the ground beneath him.  That image is powerful!

This poem literally represents a town that was part of a war. The war had ended and it was up to the remaining citizens to reconstruct the city. Szymborska gives details to show the readers that the towns are forgotten once the war is over, but the pain and suffering still continues. I conclude the symbolic meaning of the poem to represent more than just a town fallen. I think that it represents a human being that has fallen, a soldier. Once the war is over the soldier is left to rebuild himself. However, the people around him have already come to the conclusion that the war is over. Sowrong word the soldier is left to rebuild his body and soul while the rest of the world pretends his suffering doesn’t exist. Strong conclusion

Excellent job! You covered both the poetic elements and the theme of the poem. I find it even more meaningful that you are in the military. This gives your analysis added credibility.
